In the spring of 1917, a study was made of all the slow progress children of the fourth grade in the schools of district 75, Evanston, Illinois, as a part of the general movement of the administration of the Evanston schools for a complete survey and analysis of conditions looking toward a higher efficiency in the work of the schools. The present study has to do with the results of the Binet tests given to one hundred of these children.
The Stanford Revision of the Binet Scale was used.
The one hundred children who comprise the basis for this study are distributed in an even, and what may be considered a very fair manner, throughout the school system. There has.been taken into consideration the social status of the groups used, and as fair an intermingling and distribution obtained as possible. The one hundred children are selected from four groups, one quarter from each.
There are, in this district of Evanston, eight schools. Four of these schools draw almost entirely from the more favored social stratum of the city and have a comparatively small number of colored children. These four schools have been put into Group I. Two schools are so situated that the school population is somewhat mixed, the children coming both from wealthy homes and from the homes of the laboring class.
There is found a moderate percentage, though not a preponderance, of colored children, in these two schools. They comprise Group II. The other two groups are from two schools, in each of which the pupils form a group by themselves. In these two schools we find the largest number of retarded children, probably half of all the retarded children in the fourth grade of the district. In both of them, the bulk of the enrolment is from the less favored social stratum and there is also a large percentage of colored children. These are designated Group III and Group IV.
In We believe, then, as a result of this study, that many of these retarded children are being held back in grades, the work of which is below that which the children are capable of doing, and that an injustice is therefore being done to these children. From this we are led to believe that the present system of determining whether or not a child should be promoted is unsatisfactory, and propose that the use of intelligence tests would be a far more scientific method of determining fitness for promotion.
In figure I we see, also, the relation of the intelligence of the white children to that of the colored.
Referring back to figure I, in \yhich we have separated the white children and the colored children in per cents we find that the distribution of the whites more nearly approximates the normal curve than does that of the whole group, and that the colored children are markedly inferior in intelligence to the group as a whole. The .difference in the distribution of intelligence quotients of the colored children and of the white children is very marked. Having white and colored children together in the same schools is educationally and socially unwise; separate schools for colored children should therefore be established.
Third: Feeblemindedness should be detected through the use of intelligence tests, and children found to be feebleminded or very nearly so, should be placed in regular institutions, schools, or rooms equipped to take care of them.
Fourth:
The Intelligence Quotient should be found for all children, and the subject matter and methods of instruction adapted to the intellectual capacity, rather than the chronological age.
